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important factors of world-politics. Certain constant quantities hitherto figuring in one entire series of problems have suddenly been eliminated. The statesmen most embarrassed by this alteration of the accustomed political formulas are those of the Triple Alliance. The perplexity of France, England and Russia is comparatively slight. These three countries have been able to settle down to the solution of the modified problems, without undue anxiety as to their ability to integrate the new factors. Germany and Austria, on the contrary, suddenly confronted by Kirk-Kilisse, are called on to deal with an unknown set of variables of uncertain bearing and value. All they really know to-day is that Bismarck blundered; and that the Balkan factors in the problems of the modern world are, after all, turning out to be worth more than the prehistoric and legendary bones of the Pomeranian grenadier.
As a result of the Balkan War, the German drang nach Osten has been checked, and Austria called back westward. It has already been shown that the Balkan ambitions of Austria were the result of her disasters. Napoleon drove her out of Italy and Germany, and offered her Istria and Dalmatia. Bismarck, continuing the work of Napoleon, took from her Venice, promised her Bosnia and Herzegovina, and, constructing a solid German bulwark at her back, launched her on her perilous voyage down the Danube. He gave her a free pass across Macedonia, and thereby lured her forth on her ambiguous destiny. Although Austria is a Power essentially German, Bismarck sought to make her Slav; and she went on assimilating the territories of the Slavs until she became positively " saturated " with
the Balkan States but monopolized by none, and nominally governed by rotatory delegates of the several members of the Balkan League. Austria alone would object to this solution for the Albanian Question ; Italy would not complain. The creation of a vaguely-defined Albania, overlapping the region of the recent Servian conquests, in order to appease Austria, would keep the Eastern Question atill open.